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Fig.1 The variation tendency
of Chinese provincial differences in

tourism foreign exchange earnings from 1991 to 2010
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Tab.2 The deviation and ratio of provincial tourism

foreign exchange earnings level contrast to national average value in 1991 and 2010
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Fig.2 The spatial differences of tourism foreign exchange earnings growth in China
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Tab.3 The coefficient of high quality tourism resources of each province in China
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Tab.4 The openness index of Chinese provinces in 2010
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Fig.3 Comparative analysis of tourism exchange earnings and GDP of Chinese provinces in 2010
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Analysis on the Evolution of Chinese Provincial
Differences in Tourism Foreign Exchange Earnings from 1991 to 2010

Guo Xiaodong , Zhang Qiyuan , Lu Xiaoyun , Zhou Tianyu
(International Hotel and Tourism Management Institute ,

School of Management , Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 73000, China)

Abstract: This study takes 31 provincial-level administrative regions in mainland China as basic units, analy-
ses the spatio-temporal evolution characteristics of the provincial tourism foreign exchange earnings level from 1991
to 2010. The results show that; (I the absolute difference of tourism foreign exchange earnings between provinces
present a fast expanding situation, although the trend of the relative difference is narrowing generally, the decline
amplitude is smaller; (2) There is a serious polarization phenomenon of tourism foreign exchange earnings develop-
ment between provinces, the absolute income gap of the two poles is expanding, and the relative income gap is nar-
rowing; (3 It is obviously of the regional spatial agglomeration situation of tourism foreign exchange earnings, high
income provinces all concentrated in the eastern coastal areas. From the aspects of tourist resources endowment,
destination accessibility, the level of opening up and regional economic development level, and so on, the study
analyses the regional differences and spatial pattern formation of Chinese inbound tourism development systematical-
ly and thoroughly, puts forward countermeasures and suggestions of accelerating the development of inbound tourism
in central and western China and promoting the coordinated development of regional tourism.

Key words: tourism foreign exchange earnings; provincial differences; spatio-temporal evolution



