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Fig. 1 Illustration of job-housing

balance in each district and county of Shanghai
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Fig.2 Administrative districts of Shanghai municipality
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution

of respondents’ residence
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Tab. 1 The average commuting distance and standard

deviation of different ages of the citizens in Putuo District
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A Discussion on Job-Housing Balance and City
Commuting : Taking Putuo District of Shanghai as Example

Zhong Zhe', Sun Bindong®
(1. Shenzhen Graduate School , Peking University , Shenzhen 518055,China;
T'he Research Center of Contemporary Chinese Cities, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Job-housing balance has always been a focus in the field of economic geography and urban
planning. And there is always an argument if the imbalance can be or should be solved by planning. This
article gets the conclusion that the residents in Putuo District, Shanghai, have suffered from more serious
commuting problem, which means the physical distance, timing distance and costing distance are increas-
ing, job-housing imbalance is heavier there from a random survey. It argues that differential rent, govern-
ment policies and high price of real estate are some possible reasons. And it is hard to make job-housing
balance in local area by planning only, as people behave complex under the market mechanism. Finally the
authors argue that at present, the problem should be solved by better public transportation and limitations
on self-owned cars as well as by better planning strategies.

Key words: commuting transport; job-housing balance; Putuo District of Shanghai City



